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PREFACE

This manuscript is the product of a series of tape-recorded interviews
conducted for the Oral History of Iran Program of Foundation for Iranian
Studies by Gholam-Reza Afkhami with Mehdi Qasemi in Washington, D.C., in
March, 1984.

Readers of this Oral History memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is in-
herent in such historical sources. Foundation for Iranian Studies is not
regponsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views
expressed therein,

The manuscript may be read, quoted from and cited only by serious
research scholars accredited for purposes of research by Foundation for
Iranian Studies; and further, this memoir must be read in such place
as is made available for purposes of research by Foundation for Iranian
Studies. No reproduction of the memoir either in whole or in part may
be made by microphoto, typewriter, photostat, or any other device.
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Dr., Mehdi Ghassemi was born in Tehran in 1928. He completed his
education in law at Tehran University. He was a prominant activist
in the Tudeh Party before 1953. He served as an active member of the
Party's Youth Organization as well as the Party's student movement.
He also served on the board of editors of the Tudeh newspapers
"Mardom'" and "Be Scoye-Ayandeh',

Following the fall of the Mossadeq government and the demise of
the Tudeh Party, Dr. Ghagsemi spent a number of years in prison. Upon
his release from jail he recanted from ¢ommunism and left the Tudeh
Party. He joined the Irnaian Radio and the Ministry of Information
where he acted as advisor to the Minister under General Pakravan. Dr.
Ghassemi served as organizor of radio programming and commentator on
political events for many years. He also took part in drawing up the
constitution of the Rastakhiz Party. Throughout hls career he remained
a man of letters and retained hils contact with the intellectual
circles in Iran.
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